
​Incarnation​

​CCC 464:​​The unique and altogether singular event of the Incarnation of the Son of God does not mean that​
​Jesus Christ is part God and part man, nor does it imply that he is the result of a confused mixture of the divine​
​and the human. He became truly man while remaining truly God. Jesus Christ is true God and true man.​
​During the first centuries, the Church had to defend and clarify this truth of faith against the heresies that​
​falsified it.​

​CCC​​469:​​The Church thus confesses that Jesus is inseparably true God and true man. He is truly the Son of​
​God who, without ceasing to be God and Lord, became a man and our brother: "​

​CCC 461:​​Taking up St. John's expression, "The Word became flesh", The Church calls "Incarnation" the fact​
​that the Son of God assumed a human nature in order to accomplish our salvation in it. In a hymn cited by St.​
​Paul, the Church sings the mystery of the Incarnation:​

​Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did​
​not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born​
​in the likeness of men. and being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death,​
​even death on a cross​

​CCC 470:​​Because "human nature was assumed, not absorbed", in the mysterious union of the Incarnation,​
​the Church was led over the course of centuries to confess the full reality of Christ's human soul, with its​
​operations of intellect and will, and of his human body. In parallel fashion, she had to recall on each occasion​
​that Christ's human nature belongs, as his own, to the divine person of the Son of God, who assumed it.​
​Everything that Christ is and does in this nature derives from "one of the Trinity".​

​The Son of God therefore communicates to his humanity his own personal mode of existence in the Trinity. In​
​his soul as in his body, Christ thus expresses humanly the divine ways of the Trinity:​

​The Son of God. . . worked with human hands; he thought with a human mind. He acted with a human will,​
​and with a human heart he loved. Born of the Virgin Mary, he has truly been made one of us, like to us in all​
​things except sin.​



​CCC 521:​​Christ enables us to live in him all that he himself lived, and he lives it in us. "By his Incarnation,​
​he, the Son of God, has in a certain way united himself with each man." We are called only to become one with​
​him, for he enables us as the members of his Body to share in what he lived for us in his flesh as our model …​

​CCC 460:​​The Word became flesh to make us "partakers of the divine nature": "For this is why the Word​
​became man, and the Son of God became the Son of man: so that man, by entering into communion with the​
​Word and thus receiving divine sonship, might become a son of God." "For the Son of God became man so that​
​we might become God." "The only-begotten Son of God, wanting to make us sharers in his divinity, assumed​
​our nature, so that he, made man, might make men gods."​


