Walking with God: Reading the Bible

CCC 133

The Church "forcefully and specifically exhorts all the Christian faithful... to learn the surpassing
knowledge of Jesus Christ, by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures. Ignorance of the
Scriptures is ignorance of Christ

CCC 103

For this reason, the Church has always venerated the Scriptures as she venerates the Lord's
Body. She never ceases to present to the faithful the bread of life, taken from the one table of
God's Word and Christ's Body

CCC 104

In Sacred Scripture, the Church constantly finds her nourishment and her strength, for she
welcomes it not as a human word, "but as what it really is, the word of God".67 "In the sacred
books, the Father who is in heaven comes lovingly to meet his children, and talks with them

CCC 109
In Sacred Scripture, God speaks to man in a human way

Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 He fasted
for forty days and forty nights,tl and afterwards he was hungry. 3 The tempter
approached and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones
become loaves of bread.” He said in reply, “It is written:

‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

m

Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made him stand on the parapet of the
temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written:

‘He will command his angels concerning you'’
and ‘with their hands they will support you,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.”

Jesus answered him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the
test.” Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world in their magnificence, and he said to him, “All these | shall give to
you, if you will prostrate yourself and worship me.” At this, Jesus said to him, “Get away,
Satan! It is written:



‘The Lord, your God, shall you worship
and him alone shall you serve.”

Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered to him.

CCC 115

According to an ancient tradition, one can distinguish between two senses of Scripture: the
literal and the spiritual, the latter being subdivided into the allegorical, moral and anagogical
senses. The profound concordance of the four senses guarantees all its richness to the living
reading of Scripture in the Church.

CCC 116
The literal sense is the meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture and discovered by
exegesis, following the rules of sound in

CCcC 117
The spiritual sense. Thanks to the unity of God's plan, not only the text of Scripture but also the
realities and events about which it speaks can be signs.

1. the allegorical sense. We can acquire a more profound understanding of events by
recognizing their significance in Christ; thus the crossing of the Red Sea is a sign or type
of Christ's victory and also of Christian Baptism.

2. the moral sense. the events reported in Scripture ought to lead us to act justly. As St.
Paul says, they were written "for our instruction".

3. the anagogical sense (Greek: anagoge, "leading"). We can view realities and events
in terms of their eternal significance, leading us toward our true homeland: thus the
Church on earth is a sign of the heavenly Jerusalem



