Walking with God: Forgiveness

Colossians 3:13
"Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you."

Matthew 6:14-15
"For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins."

Luke 6:37
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven."
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This "as" is not unique in Jesus' teaching: "You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect"; "Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful"; "A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another, even as | have loved you, that you also love one another.":2 It is
impossible to keep the Lord's commandment by imitating the divine model from outside; there
has to be a vital participation, coming from the depths of the heart, in the holiness and the
mercy and the love of our God. Only the Spirit by whom we live can make "ours" the same mind
that was in Christ Jesus.*? Then the unity of forgiveness becomes possible and we find
ourselves "forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave" us.2
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... Itis not in our power not to feel or to forget an offense; but the heart that offers itself to the
Holy Spirit turns injury into compassion and purifies the memory in transforming the hurt into
intercession.



